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Breast Cancer Awareness  
October is known as Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month. Breast Cancer Awareness Month was started by 

the American Cancer Society as well as the pharma-

ceutical division of Imperial Chemical Industries. It be-

gan in 1985 and was supported by the first lady at the 

time, Betty Ford. Breast Cancer Awareness Month exists to help more 

people and women understand and educate themselves on what 

breast cancer is and how to detect early symptoms. Not only that, it 

also encourages the people who have survived and/or still have 

breast cancer to tell their stories to help bring hope to those who are 

struggling. During the month it is likely that you will see people wear-

ing the pink ribbon as a symbol for breast cancer awareness. Why 

the pink ribbon? The first use of the color pink was in 1991 by Senior 

Corporate Vice President of “Self” magazine and breast cancer survi-

vor Charlotte Haley to honor her grandmother, sister, and mother 

who had battled with breast cancer. If you wish to get involved in sup-

porting the battle against breast cancer, please visit the National 

Breast Cancer Foundation website. There you can start a fundraiser, 

make a donation, or volunteer as a community ambassador.              -

-Martin Cervantes   

 

National Honor Society Bake Sale  
Now that the new school year is underway, the chapter of the 

National Honor Society here at Desales has appointed their cabinet. 

Jenna Cox and Erin Beck are the Co-Presidents, Grace Murray is the 

Vice President, Dylan Grant is the Secretary, and Macy Chvatal is the 

Treasurer.   

Part of the commitments of the National Honor Society here 

at Desales is to undergo a service project during the school year. For 

the first service project, the NHS cabinet put together a bake sale 

selling hot dogs, popcorn, Italian sodas, and various baked goods 

during the last regular season home volleyball game. Proceeds made 

from donations and regular sales were donated to Providence St. 

Mary's Cancer Foundation. All of the proceeds stayed local and are 

going right back to the people in need here in our community. It was 

awesome that the NHS was able to raise money and are very grateful 

for the support for those affected by cancer here in the Walla Walla 

Valley. - Macy Chvatal  
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This month's sports article will be highlighting the middle school 

fall sports. Coach Hyland, the head coach, started off as assistant coach 

in 2016 and in 2018 he became the head coach, Coach Hyland’s phi-

losophy on coaching is that he wants his players to have fun and learn 

about the game. Moreover, he wants them to understand how being a 

better football player can make you a better student, brother, and son. 

He feels that there are skills that you can learn while playing that you 

can use for your lifetime like being on time, bettering yourself everyday, 

and persevering through difficulties. When asked about the improve-

ment he has seen in his players he said, “A lot! There have been some 

very good football players that have come through this building!” Coach 

Hyland appreciates that no matter what the players continue to work 

harder. He coaches by the motto that the only place where success 

comes before work is in the dictionary and that as other coaches have 

said, you either get better, or you get worse - there is no staying the 

same.  

Mrs. Wood has been coaching the middle school volleyball team 

for over 15 years! Her philosophy at this age level is to teach basic fun-

damentals while having fun. She wants the girls to love playing together 

as a team and to continue playing throughout middle and high school. 

As she has coached most of the high school girls during middle school, 

Mrs. Wood says that the development of each player through their sen-

ior year is huge. They transform from stationary players, to players who 

use the whole court with intention and strategy!       - Moyse Manon  

Good luck to our high school football and volleyball 
teams  

Knowledge Bowl Starting Up 

Middle School Fall Sports Coaches 

 This year’s Knowledge Bowl team is coming off of a great win last year, plac-

ing fourth at the state competition. They competed in the 2B division because there 

were not enough teams in the 1B division at state.  

 This year the Knowledge Bowl Team has been practicing for a couple 

months already. They meet once a week for 45 minutes to practice. They review ran-

dom facts and practice in a meet-like style. They split into teams and the first team 

to ‘ring in’ or touch the answer bar gets to answer the question. Each team only has 

15 seconds to answer the question. The teams choose a captain and the captain is 

the only person allowed to answer the question unless they differ to a different 

member of their team. Mrs. Ruthven has been coaching the Knowledge Bowl team 

for over 20 years and has had many state qualifying and placing teams.  

 The team this year consists of students from most high school classes and 

has two seniors Erin Beck and Taryn Cox. Erin has been participating in Knowledge 

Bowl since her freshman year and Taryn joined the team last year. Both seniors 

competed at the state tournament last year.  

 Good luck to the Knowledge Bowl team as they go to their first meet in Her-

miston on November 15th!  -  Taryn Cox  
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All Saints Day  

   All Saints Day, November 

1, is the day that we cele-

brate and remember all the 

Saints that have made it to 

Heaven. This feast day orig-

inated in May of 1609, 

when Pope  Boniface IV 

dedicated the pantheon in 

Rome to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Pope Gregory III later 

changed this in the eighth 

century when he dedicated 

a chapel in the Vatican to 

honor all saints and moved 

the date to November 1. 

Finally, it was altered again 

when Pope Gregory IV ex-

tended this celebration of 

all saints to the universal 

Church.  

   Our school celebrates All 

Saints Day by holding an all 

school Mass and then play-

ing some fun games and 

participating in activities 

with the younger grades 

over at Assumption.   The 

day is considered a non-

academic day.  

Student Spotlight ...7th Grade 
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 This month's teacher spotlight falls on Mrs .Brinson, 

a “new “ teacher here at DeSales. She has taught at As-

sumption for many years and was transferred here to De-

Sales to teach science.  Mrs. Brinson received her Masters 

degree from Gonzaga University and her undergraduate de-

gree from the College of St. Benedict.  

 Mrs. Brinson began working at the childcare center 

as a pre-kindergarten teacher, then taught first and fourth 

grades, and later middle school science along with enrich-

ment science for grades one through five. She is now currently teaching 7th 

and 8th grade science along with two high school science classes and trav-

els over to Assumption daily to teach art.  

Over the 30 years Mrs. Brinson has been teaching and working for 

the Catholic Schools, she has learned the value of the WWCS family, know-

ing that each one person supports and loves each other at school. This is 

why Mrs. Brinson considers the WWCS as part of her family. 

  As a science teacher, her favorite thing to do is help students learn 

about the world and all its wonders.  Everyone knows that Mrs. Brinson 

loves to conduct labs in her science classes which is why many students 

look forward to coming to her room.  The students at DeSales are quite 

lucky to have her as our science teacher.  Thanks for all that you do, Mrs. 

Brinson!       - Martin Cervantes 

Teacher Spotlight...Mrs. Brinson 

It is always amazing to welcome the new 

class of 7th graders that join us here at Desales. 

Although many of them have attended Assump-

tion, two brand new students joined the school 

system this year, Angel Lugo Maya and Evie Lib-

erty who both transferred from Garrison Middle 

School.  

Angel Lugo Maya’s favorite thing to do 

outside of school is soccer. He is looking forward 

to playing basketball in the winter. Angel’s playful smile and fun personality 

make him so much fun to be around. He enjoys being around the teachers 

and students here at Desales 

Evie Liberty enjoys being around the teachers here at Desales as 

well. In her spare time, she enjoys art, theater, and volleyball. Evie’s quiet 

leadership presence in her class adds to the wonderful personality of all of 

the 7th graders. She doesn’t quite know what she is looking forward to dur-

ing the school year but is excited for all the new friends and opportunities.  

Lastly, DeSales extends a warm welcome to all of our 7th graders.  

We hope this year is a great one for you as all of you continue to grow in faith, 

academics, and leadership. 

Be sure to give a warm welcome not only to these students, but all 

the members of the 7th grade class this year!     - Macy Chvatal  



Why Is True Crime so Fascinating?  

On October 8, 2022, many of us woke up expecting it to be 

another normal day. However, to the shock of many of us, we 

learned that Zaley Blocklinger, a WaHi freshman,  sadly passed 

away in a car accident. Zaley was 14 years old when she was taken 

away from us.  

I had the privilege of being able to know Zaley since a very 

early age, having played on the same soccer team. Even from a very 

early age she always knew how to make everyone smile and laugh 

and, as her parents have told many of us, she was always a people 

person. Zaley, no matter how long you knew her, would always be 

able to make you laugh or smile and could engage you in a conver-

sation. If you asked anyone who knew her, they would tell you that 

Zaley would light up your mood in a matter of seconds.  

WaHi’s JV soccer team played a game in memory of Zaley 

the Tuesday after her passing. They started off slowly, losing 2-0 at 

halftime, but the team found their groove and ended the game win-

ning 4-2.  

I hope that everyone that has known Zaley remembers her 

for her charm and ability to cheer anyone up. We here at DeSales 

offer our prayers to the Blocklinger family. If anyone at DeSales 

needs someone to talk to, reach out to any of your teachers. Long 

Live the memory of Zaley!     -Moyse Manon  

 Chances are you have 

probably sat in front of the TV 

for hours binge watching Crimi-

nal Minds, Law and Order, or 

the hottest new true crime docu-

mentary. Crime shows and doc-

umentaries have taken over 

streaming sites. A very popular 

documentary right now is 

‘Monster: The Story of Jeffrey 

Dahmer’ which tells the story of 

the serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer 

and what happened to him in 

prison.  

Why is true crime so fas-

cinating? Why do people binge 

watch documentaries about 

criminal activity when they 

themselves have no inclination 

to commit crime? True crime 

satisfies our curiosities. Hu-

mans have a morbid curiosity 

about some things and watch-

ing, reading, and listening to 

true crime satisfies that. “True 

crime gives an insight into our 

culture norms as well as our 

anxieties and values,” states 

researcher and author Coltan 

Scrivner.  Scrivner also men-

tioned that ‘morbid curiosity is 

often a physiological trait.’  

So, next time you find 

yourself binge watching true 

crime series on Netflix just re-

member it could be because it's 

in your genes (watching true 

crime not committing true 

crime).      - Taryn Cox  
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Zaley Blocklinger Memorial  

Birthdays  

 

Ezra Scott  11/2 

Hudson Hall 11/3 

Javier Guizar 11/5 

Sebastian Goeden    11/9 

Jordan Lozano 11/11 

Preston Cochran 11/13 

Rylan Huse 11/13 

Makayla Hunt 11/14 

Callen Bender 11/16 

Estelle Bender 11/16 

Talise Bivins 11/19 

Jacob Buratto 11/19 

Nataley Diaz 11/23 

Elijah Hurwitz 11/23 

Liliana Osorio 11/23 

Macy Chvatal 11/25 

Licet Lara 11/25 

Morgan Thomas 11/29 



 

Student Survey for Accreditation 
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 Recently, all students from the 5th through 12th grades were asked to participate in a survey about 

their experiences at Assumption and DeSales and how they felt the school(s) were operating.  This survey is 

part of the accreditation process that the WWCS are going through this year. Here are some of the results:    



Survey Results Continued  
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