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The Key Concept of the Course 

 

 The focus of this course is the further development of the writing process, literary analyses, and 

vocabulary development. Students of the writing process embrace openness to editing and acceptance of 

writing’s subjective nature. The nature of analyses, argument, and synthesis demands a desire to seek beyond 

the surface level into the depths of motivation, suggestions of literary and rhetorical devices complimented by 

synthesis of ancillary events and studies. Studying vocabulary compliments both writing skills and literary 

study. The student’s dedication to writing, reading, vocabulary, and grammar will empower the student. 

 

General Plan/Grading 

 

 The class will combine lecture, individual practice, and small group work. Students will be expected to 

arrive at intelligent and innovative conclusions through the writing process. On a typical class day, students will 

work through vocabulary, grammar, reading, and writing. I am available for assistance at lunch and after school. 

Grades will be formulated on a “total points” basis versus categorical weighting of course work. Semester exam 

formats vary. Any element of plagiarism will result in a zero for that assignment with no recourse to resubmit. 

Please refer to the DeSales Student Handbook for the complete policy.  

 

Primary Texts and Materials 

Prentice Hall, Gold Edition        Ongoing 

Wordly Wise, Book 9         Ongoing 

The Red Badge of Courage, by Stephen Crane     1st Quarter 

Lord of the Flies, by William Golding      1st Quarter 

Poetry Out Loud Anthology        2nd Quarter 

Great Expectations, by Charles Dickens      3rd Quarter 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream, by William Shakespeare    4th Quarter 

The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare    4th Quarter 

 

Assessment 

1. Weekly vocabulary quizzes. 

2. Consistent journal submissions. 

3. Study guide questions for novels. 

4. Periodic quizzes and tests over reading material. 

5. Oral presentations. 

6. Evaluation of essays ( MLA format) based on the following elements: thesis, syntax, diction, unity, 

coherence, content, and mechanics. 

 

Differentiated Learning 

 For students seeking and/or needing enrichment opportunities, I will conference with the student. 

Options will include writing and recitation competitions, attending lectures and readings at local colleges, and 

developing a writing exchange program. ( Assumption students, seniors citizens, veterans, or other groups 

identified by the student)  
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Unit 1   Facing Adversity       1st Quarter 

 Essential Questions: How do we reconcile human beings’ capacity for violence – man’s inhumanity to 

man? How does and how should the individual respond to the challenges of wars, both internal and external?  

 

Skills: 

1. Identify literary devices and their purposes within prose. 

2. Recognize and understand levels and moral elements of motivation. 

3. Develop a literary analysis essay. 

4. Develop an argumentative essay.  

 

Unit 2  Quest and Discovery       2nd Quarter 

 Essential Questions: What does it mean to endure an “odyssey?” How do we overcome obstacles? 

How does the power of words reflect the power within the human experience?  

 

Skills: 

1. Identify literary devices and their purposes within poetry.  

2. Analyze poetic devices. 

3. Memorize two poems. 

4. Develop a reflective essay. 

5. Develop a poetic analysis essay.  

 

Unit 3  Coming of Age       3rd Quarter 

 Essential Questions: What does it mean to “come of age?” Who and what are the primary influences in 

the development of one’s character?  

 

Skills: 

1. Read and comprehend the complexities of a novel. 

2. Understand and appreciate the rhetorical situation of a novel.  

3. Develop an essay of choice ( argumentative, persuasive, or reflective) . 

 

Unit 4   Universality of Literature     4th Quarter 

 Essential Questions: How and why do Shakespeare’s works continue to entertain, instruct, and 

influence? How are personal passions, convictions, and queries reflected through the different genres of prose, 

poetry, and drama?  

 

Skills: 

1. Read, understand, and enjoy Shakespeare’s mastery of language and insight into human nature.  

2. Develop a personal “Literary Portfolio.” ( This represents an extensive culminating project for the 

freshmen year.) Students will have several weeks to complete the portfolio. 

3. Demonstrate mastery of composition and comprehension.  


