
American Literature and Composition/AP Language and Composition 

• Students planning to enroll in AP Language and Composition will meet the preceding May to confirm 

acceptance and receive summer assignments.  

 

Mrs. Christine Richard ( B.S. Honors English/Speech /Secondary Education, M.Ed. Curriculum and Instruction)  
 

The Key Concept of the Course 

 The focus of this course is the further development of the writing process, literary analyses, and vocabulary 

development.  Students of the writing process embrace openness to editing and an acceptance of writing’s subjective 

nature. The nature of analyses, argument, and synthesis demands a desire to seek beyond the surface level into the depths 

of motivation, suggestions of literary and rhetorical devices complimented by synthesis of ancillary events and studies.  

Studying vocabulary complements both writing skills and literary study. The student’s dedication to writing, reading,  

vocabulary, and grammar will empower the student. Beyond tangible evaluation tools lies the opportunity to embrace a 

spirit of intellectual discovery. 

 

AP Language and Composition Students are required to sit for the AP exam. The course will prepare students to take the 

AP Language and Composition exam through collateral reading and specific test-preparation.  

 

Students of the English language: 

 

1. Read. Research consistently supports the correlation between reading and effective writing – the more a student 

reads, the more effectively he/she will write .Active readers become critical readers by asking questions in their 

minds as they read.  Active readers clarify and question until they gain understanding.  

   *Literature Assignments 

 

2. Effectively Write. Effective writing is the result of a process: prewriting, drafting, editing, and revising.  The final 

submission adheres to formal standards of grammar and is mechanically sound (spelling, punctuation, and 

sentence structure). Students learn to understand the purpose in a piece of writing and then are able themselves to 

compose effective rhetoric, argument, and synthesis.     

*Compositions and Journaling   

 

3. Critically Listen.  To listen is to go beyond hearing.  Listening requires focusing on the message and making 

connections to the information as well as formulating questions.  Eye contact and note taking often facilitate 

critical listening.  

 

*Small group work, discussion, and lecture 

 

4. Identify errors in thinking.  By recognizing faulty logic, attacks, weak references, and misinformation, students 

deduce and articulate accurate conclusions.   

 

*Composition, discussion, and small group work 

 

Differentiated Learning 

For students seeking and/or needing enrichment opportunities, I will conference with the student. Options 

will include writing and recitation contests, attending lectures and readings at local colleges, and developing a 

writing exchange program with grades 2-5 at Assumption. ( For  AP students, the writing and recitation 

competitions are compulsory.)  

 

Assessment 

1. Weekly vocabulary quizzes. 

2. Consistent journal submissions. 

3. Study guide questions for novels 

4. Periodic quizzes and tests over reading material. 

5. Oral presentations. 

6. Evaluation of essays ( MLA format) based on the following elements: thesis, syntax, diction, unity, 

coherence, content, and mechanics.  



 

 

General Plan/Grading 

 The class will combine lecture, individual practice, and small group work.  Students will be expected to arrive at 

intelligent and innovative conclusions through the writing process.  On a typical class day, students will work through 

vocabulary, grammar, reading, and writing. I am available for assistance at lunch and after school. Grades will be 

formulated on a “total points” basis versus categorical weighting of course work. Semester exam formats vary. 

• Any element of plagiarism will result in a zero with no recourse to resubmit. Please refer to the DeSales Student 

Handbook for the complete policy.  

 

Primary Texts and Materials 

Prentice Hall, The American Experience    Ongoing 

Wordly Wise, Book 11      Ongoing 

The Scarlet Letter, by Nathaniel Hawthorne    1st Quarter 

Revolutionary Literature ( The American Experience )  1st Quarter 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, by Harriet Beecher Stowe   2nd Quarter 

Transcendental/Anti-Transcendental ( The American Experience) 2nd Quarter 

The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald    3rd Quarter 

The Crucible, by Arthur Miller     3rd Quarter 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn     4th Quarter 

I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings, by Maya Angelou   4th Quarter 

The Ghosts of Mississippi, ( film), Rob Reiner   4th Quarter 

Barron’s AP English Language and Composition    Ongoing ( for AP students) 

The Princeton Review AP Language and Composition  Ongoing ( for AP students) 

 

Unit 1: Language and Thought     1st Quarter 

Essential Questions:  How does language influence thought? How does thought influence language? How do 

writers use language to engage society?  

Skills: 

1. Identify and understand rhetorical devices 

2. Develop a rhetorical analysis essay in response to the United States Constitution and the Iroquois Constitution 

3. Identify and analyze the rhetorical situation and purpose of a work 

4. Edit for coherency, unity, and mechanical/grammatical accuracy 

5. Memorize and recite poetry per the Poetry Out Loud specifications 

 

Unit 2: The Individual’s Role in Society    2nd Quarter 

 Essential Questions: Which is more influential, an individual or society?/ When should/do the needs of one 

supersede the other? How do people (characters) balance their individual desires within a societal framework- to live 

in society but not necessarily of society? How challenging/precarious in times of conflict?  

Skills: 

1. Understand ethos, pathos, and logos 

2. Recognize logical fallacies 

3. Develop an argumentative essay 

4. Further understand author’s purpose with particular focus on diction and rhetorical situation 

 

Unit 3: The American Dream      3rd Quarter 

Essential Questions: What is the origin of the American Dream? How do various authors view the American 

Dream?  Has the sense of and access to the American Dream changed?  

Skills: 

1. Understand cultural context 

2. Synthesize varied sources and viewpoints 

3. Develop a synthesis essay 

4. Develop a reflective essay 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Unit 4: Social Justice        4th Quarter 

Essential Questions: Why and how do definitions of social justice evolve and vary? How does an individual’s 

level of social power impact the view of justice? Is the message of justice bound by the genre of the text?  

Skills: 

1. Prepare intently for the AP exam 

2. Analyze the rhetorical situation of sophisticated material 

3. Recognize and appreciate the power of literature to affect social change 

4. Recognize and understand bias in primary course as related to ethos, pathos, and logos   

 

 

Requirements 

 All students must complete the following: 

1. 20-30 vocabulary quizzes with periodic additional writing components to improve sentence structure 

and paraphrasing skills 

2. Weekly vocabulary workbook lessons – Wordly Wise – the books are due every week  prior to the 

quiz 

3. Ongoing Composition  

a. Rhetorical Essay 

b. Argumentative Essay 

c. Synthesis Essay 

4. Journals – quotes and written responses 

5. Reading of all assigned material  

6. General course work, quizzes, tests, and two semester exams or projects 

7. Consistent classroom attendance with respectfully active participation 

 

Late and Make-up Work 

 Students are expected to submit all assignments on time. Homework assignments are typcially due at the 

beginning of class.  Work submitted one day late will receive a fifty percent deduction. Work due on a Friday is not 

accepted the following Monday. You will submit hard copies.  In the case of an excused absence, students must assume 

responsibility for obtaining the missed assignment and completing it in a timely manner.  In the case of extended illness, 

we will develop an action plan.  Missing class for an appointment or event does not excuse the student from submitting 

the assignment.   

Communication is critical 

 

General Guides for Success 

1. Arrive on time – be seated and ready for prayer when the bell rings.  Tardiness affects the participation grade.  

Excessive tardiness will result in further disciplinary action such as cleaning the room or detention. 

2. Bring all materials to class.  This also affects the participation grade. 

3. Use only blue or black ink.  Pencil is allowed in journaling. 

4. Submit only loose-leaf paper – no spiral edges. 

5. Properly label assignments with the proper MLA format. 

6. Submit work that is neatly completed. 

7. Type essays. 

8. Take notes.  I do not provide assistance to students who have chosen not to take notes 

9. Work quietly and cooperatively. 

10. Challenge yourself to be the person God has called you to become. 

 

 

 

 


